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our tittle one* will never be for- 
gotten, and it would be entirely 
ueelee* for as to attempt to ex- 
* pre** oar gratitude. "Inasmuch 
M je have done it nnto the least 
of these my little ones, ye have 
done it onto me." 

Bro. S. L. Hilderbrand, one of 
oar young student*, fitted the ap- 
pointment* at Fexmereville, Win- 
chester and Lexington tut Sun- 
day, 

The brethren at Bear Creek 
are basy making the necessary 
^preparations tor the earning con- 
vention. If we' are favored with 
' dry weather; there will be no 
doubt that it will be the most 
important and successful conven- 
tion held by the brethren in 
Ohio. 

On Friday, the 29th, we went 
to Fleasant Hill. We preached 
that evening and also on Satur- 
day afternoon. After our ser- 
. vice* we baptized a dear old lis- 
ter. In the evening about 75 
surrounded the Lord's table and 
we had the refreshing time the 
t Master has promised to those 
itho come in faith. On Sunday 
morning we preached again to a 
' good audience. The church 
here is on a fair way to prosper- 
ity. 

The people of Fleasant Hill 
are a whole-souled set, sod we 
cannot do them justice or begin 
to show them our appreciation 
of their big-hearted kindness. 
Oar visits there are necessarily 
brief and we are sorry we cannot 
get around to see more of them. 
Bat we mast draw on their char- 
ity in this, and we know they 
will excuse. It is not the will 
brethren, bnt the time that ts 
lacking. 
\ From Pleasant Hill we drove 
down to little York, a distance 
of 22 miles, for the evening ser- 
vice. Here too we had ao inter- 
esting meeting. 

On Monday we went over to 
Miamisburg, and held a meet- 
ing in the evening. The school 
house, as usual was too small. 

We expect to have an import- 
ant meeting here before long, 
which will be much to the ad- 
vantage of the Brethren church. 
The community takes a great in- 
terest in onr church. 

Bro. Niebel, whom we report- 
ed last week had met with an ao- 
cident, is improving, and by onr 
next meeting on Saturday, the 
list, we hope he will be able to 
meet with us. 

On next Saturday, the 14th, 
we will preach at Philipsbarg, 
and also on Sunday afternoon. 
This is another mission post 
from which we have had argent 
calls. In the absence of any 
other "system" we try to attend 
Vto all "calls" within a reasonable 
and sometimes an unreasonable 
' distance, and we expect to go on 
doing so until our brotherhood 
grow* strong enough to do bet- 
tor. 


AN IMPORTANT BVBNT. 

On last Wednesday afternoon 
we received a suspicious- looking 
missive, which requested oar 
presence at the residence of our 
brother and sister, U. K. Myers. 

Now we know that the natural 
modesty of oar worthy editor will 
prevent him from giving a re- 
port ot the little business trans- 
acted at this meeting. 

At the appointed hour we re- 
paired to the house, and found 
that preparation had been made 
to entertain a few guests. Al- 
though we were about the first 
there, we were not long alone. 


Soon others on the same errand 
as myself, in answer to similar 
missives, poured in. Every one 
was in good humor and seemed 
to be in anticipation of some 
pleasant event. 

At 8:15 precisely, 15 minutes 
after the appointed time, a small 
procession entered the room, 
headed by your unworthy ser- 
vant, the remainder of the pro- 
cession consisted ot onr worthy 
editor and sister Mary E. Myers, 
daughter of the host and hostess. 
They were seated, while we read 
Matt, 5 : 1-16 and the 28 Psalm, 
and then invoked the blessing of 
the Bestowerofall joys and bless- 
ings upon all present, bnt more 
especially upon those who were 
taking such a prominent part in 
this matter. Following this, Bro. 
Isaac Kilhetner, in a very appro- 
priate and original ceremony 
pronounced them man and wife. 
So now we have no longer a 
bachelor editor, and his partner 
for life will henceforth be known 
as Sister Mary E. Garber. The 
congratulations of the invited 
guests and a snpper worthy of 
the occasion closed this import 
ant evening — important especial- 
ly to two of onr dear friends. 
May God bless and guide them 
through life. 

Edward Mason. 

EDITORIAL ITEK8~ 


Only three wests more and then wil' 
be t tie Ohio 8s bbath School Convention. 


Bro. F. J. Brown celled Isst Thurs- 
day, en his wev to Dejton and the 
Best Creak i-huroh. 


Bro. Nelson Flank, of Congress, call- 
ed on us lsst week. 


A brother malls a letter on May 2nd, 
;a*t Tuesday, and hoped It might be 
published but week. On Tuesday 
morning st 9 o'clock, the press Is run- 
ning to print the papers, almost as reg- 
ulaily as Tuesday morning comes. 

Bro. J. F. Wolf's letter came a. little 
too late for last week, and at the time 
that this will reach California, his in- 
vitation will be a little late. But while 
this paper Is on Its war, we can pray 
for the success of the meetings. We 
are glad to know that the good work Is 
still going )n in California, and that 
revival meetings are being held. 

Some one at Elkhart, lnd., sent us 
$1.30 and inclosed no letter. Will -the 
sender tell ns what It is tor ? 


The last piece of unreasonable con 
servative gossip is that Bro. J. If. 
Worst Is snout to go back to the Ger- 
man lisp ti st, Come Bro. John, en- 
lighten the brotherhood ; so far as we 
are concerned, we know It to be only 
one of the little falsehoods that have 
been so often used with the Intention 
of hurting us. It would be more rea- 
sonable to believe that Enoch Eby or 
John Wise bad become progressive. 

Bro. Mason returned from "the Val- 
ley," last week, encouraged. One was 
baptized, and a collection for the Ohio 
Home Mission was taken in the Pleas, 
ant Hill church, and $t0.2i cents re- 
ceived.. This is the right way to do. The 
way to do something is to do it. The 
Fleasant Hill church Is prospering and 
nappy, 

Wewsut It distinctly understood the 
Invtttigalor is Intended as a medium 
for the discussion of religions topics 
which may lead to the development of 
truth. Its columns are not open to 
abase or slander, neither to expose 
some supposed or real wrong. If yon 
have aught against thy brother, or 
tby brother aught against thee, take 
the Gospel plan of settling your dim. 
cullies. Bringing your difficulties be- 
fore the brotherhood in print will nev- 
er settle the trouble or advance the 
causa. All sucli articles we consign 
to their native element — the names. 
— In i mtig ator. 

Bro. Brown called at the office on his 
home trip from Bear Creek, Monday. 
He reports the church there as making 
arrangements for a rousing convention 
in J une. They are prepared to enter- 
tain all comers. 


Bro. Mason is now holding meetings 
In Louisville, Ohio. He expects to re- 
main about a week. 


Bro. Martin Shtvely spent hurt Lord's 
day with the brethren at North Liber- 
ty, 


We have a communication from Bro. 
Beer on the Convention for next week. 


The inside of the paper, this week, 
contains an article from the pen of 
Bro. D. White, in California. We 
can not see what In the world any one 
expects to accomplish by writing such 
articles ss that. If we refuse to pub- 
lish auoh. then writers censure us with 
being a set of high priests and popes, 
stiff-necked and nneircumci'ed. Vet 
they amount to nothing In giving en- 
couragement. We can see no way to 
meet snch emergencies, than to pub- 
lish them, and rebuke before all. 

We do not know any thing about 
California, nor the California brethren, 
further, than that there are some good 
Christian people down about Lsthrep, 
seme brave workers in Saofranciaco, 
and some other members scattered 
through other parts of the Pacini- 
Coast. Those brethren who bare vis- 
ited California speak in the highest 
terms of the church there ; and in the 
faeeof this we do not like to hear a 
whole community condemned by one 
man. It does not look well. There 
are other assertions made In thiB com- 
munication that we believe our broth- 
er is inclined to look at thing* through 
colored spectacles. 


The Con vent Ion. 

What is the object and work 
of this convention ? seems to be a 
very unanswerable question. We 
know of only one answer upon 
which we can all unite, and that 
is that it should be the glory of 
Christ and the welfare of the 
Brethren church. Bat what will 
he the welfare of the Brethren 
church is something about which 
we may differ. We can all heart- 
ily agree with Bro. Holsinger, in 
test No., that is we do not see 
alike, "let us reason upon the 
points until we can agree upon 
something. And let us do this 
in n friendly way, as brethren 
ought to do, and thus get ready 
for a good time at the conven- 
tion. Let us srgne the points 
and not abuse the disputants." 

Now we hope onr brother will 
excuse us if we otter a friendly 
suggestion and criticism on hie 
article on this subject. Then in 
the first place our brother says; 

In my humble opinion the first 
work of the convention should 
be to form an Association of the 
Churches, or in other words a 
Brotherhood of Churches. It 
does not really seem to me that 
we have any such a thing as a 
Brotherhood now. 

This is rather a surprise. For 
until we had read the above, 
many of us had not the shadow 
ot a suspicion that any one ever 
doubted that we were a Brother 
hood. It we are not a Brother- 
hood now, we cannot see how by 
any action of ouraeeembled body 
we can become more so. It is 
true, that a more thorough and 
general expression of practical 
charity would be conducive to a 
better unity and understanding 
among ue. Here in Ohio, the 
members of the different congre 
gat ions intermingle together, we 
recognize one another, we visit, 
respect and help and worship 
and commune with one another. 
Now what else is necessary to 
constitute ns into a Brother- 
hood ? We may differ on non-es- 
sential, minor matters, but on the 
essential, gospel principle* we 
are a unit. It may be necessary 
tit delineate in some way the 
principles of our church, which 
causes us to differ from other 
Christian bodies ; bat how to do 
this without a violation of our 
Gospel-alone Resolution at Day- 
ton is a question. We know 
this, that legislation and the 
adoption of creeds are not con- 
ducive to a cementing of the 


Brotherhood. To prove this w* 
have only to loo k at the past 'and 
present experien ce ot "the church 
to which we formerly belonged." 

To oar brother's reference to 
the Gospel alone action of the 
convention of '83, we can all say 
amen : 

We agreed at Dayton that we 
would all use the Gospel aa our 
creed and discipline. And it 
work* charmingly where we 
come together twice and three 
times a week to read that book, 
and teach it and practice it, and 
admonish each other to onr du- 
ties, bat the churches do not 
thus convene and work, 

Tet we cannot see how we can 
"thus convene and work, unless 
we have periodical, general and 
state convention*, where we can 
meet to worship and have a gen- 
eral, good, social time. 

Then reference is made to the 
missionary cause. 

Then again. We want to do 
work outside our own church 
which we can not do atone. We 
can do part ot it, and would like 
to join with sister churches in 
doing the whole. We wish to 
have Brethren churches organi- 
zed in many places where there 
are none now, aud can give a few 
dollars toward that work, aad 
are willing to throw in our mite 
with others who will join as. 

Bro. Frame, too, refers to this 
matter, looking forward to the 
convention, "hoping that some 
means may be formulated where- 
by we may have a more system- 
atic way of spreading the gospel." 
Others, too, have written in this 
strain. We are glad to eee the 
missionary cause being taken up 
so earnestly, still a good deal of 
this work cau be done through a 
state convention. Laatspringat 
our Annual Sunday school con- 
vention at Louisville, we elected 
a Mission Board, appointed solic- 
itors, and now we have the mis- 
sionary cause fairly started in 
Ohio. Nearly, if not every church 
in this state will report and bring 
in her contribution to the coming 
Sunday school convention at 
Bear Creek. A part of this an- 
nual convention will beset apart 
tor the discussion of the missionary 
cause. After the convention we 
will have quite a little sum in 
the treasury for missionary pur- 
poses. This can be done hy oth- 
er states. Each state that can 
do this should lojk after her own 
missionary need*. Then it would 
be in order to have a national 
missionary enterprise for the pur- 
pose of attending to the calls be- 
youd the organized stale*. Kan- 
sas, Iowa, Indiana, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, Maryland, California, 
Ohio, and probably other states 
ought to have State organiza- 
tions for mission work. It seems 
to ua, brethren, we ought to or 
ganize within our state limit* 
first. If we nave not got enough 
oi zeal in mission work to do 
this, how can we be expected to 
have enough energy to enter in- 
to an euterprize that will require 
so much more system and zeal. 

Again our brother say* : We 
have a desire to contribute a 
small amount annually toward 
the support of an educational in- 
stitution, if a satis factory organ 
ization for that purpose were 
among as. 

Bro. H. has struck the right 
cord here. Wehave the institution, 
all we need is the substantial co- 
operation of the brotherhood. It 
would be well if we could have 
an organized system which 
would enable as toefather up the 


contributions of those who art 
willing and anxious to donate. 
An organization of I his kind 
could do much toward arousing 
enthusiasm and be the means of 
gatenugup many students from 
the vicinity of onr different 
churches. This too, in our hum- 
ble opinion, could be thoroughly 
accomplished by state conven- 
tions. These gigeLtic organiza- 
tions covering over each en im- 
mense territory a* the United 
State* Mould require such a vast 
amount of machinery to make it 
work well, that we are afraid the 
immensity of the machinery 
would completly bide the little 
cause which it we* intended to 
work. Let our machinery be 
made to suit existing circum- 
stances. It wonld be the height 
of folly to use a thousand' horse 
power engine to work a small 
coffee mill. Come brethren, sup- 
posing we go to work by state* 
first, and if we have any surplus 
zeal on these matters, we can 
then extend our labors accord- 
ingly. We need literature very 
badly, and will contribute to- 
ward its support when opportun- 
ity affords. 

Remembering our age, the dif- 
ficulties we havu had to fight 
against, the many, many calls 
for money that have been made 
on the Brother-hood, we can 
make a pretty respectable showing 
in this matter. We have our 
Evangelist, the Investigator, onr 
Tract Society, sending out it* 
little messengers periodically, 
and with these a great work van 
be accomplished if they were 
well patronized. Last year we 
attempted to to publish The 
Home 1'upit, and we learned a 
lesson on this question that is, 
not to undertake a thing until 
the Brotherhood is ready to re- 
ceive it. It is the individual 
members of out church to whom 
we look fnr patronage, and the 
passing of resolutions or the en- 
eudorsement by convention does 
not always increase the subscrip- 
tion list. 

The brethren told us last year 
in the most emphatic and con- 
vincing manner possible, that 
they were not able to support 
more literal a re. Let us make a 
eucceess ot what we have. 

Now brethren, in mapping out 
the work of the Convention, let 
us not overreach ourselvei. What 
we went is something very prac- 
tical. Passing a lot of resolutions 
that no one expect* to carry out 
is only bluster. Let ne get to- 
gether with the full intention of 
working for the general good of 
the church. To do this we must 
keep down withiu the bounds ot 
possibility. 

Mason. 

The Brethren of the Homer 
church will hold their commun- 
ion service on Saturday evening 
May 28th at 7 o'clock. All are 
invited. 

U. S. Jacobs. 


The Brethren of Redbank Dis- 
trict, expect to hold a communion 
Satnrday evening, May 14th. 
The usual invitation is extended. 
D. J. Urtrick. 

Oakland, Pa. 


i Married, 

At the residence ot the bride's par- 
ents, bro titer Joseph and sister Eliza 
bethSmucker, in Msnsneld. <»., Wed- 
nesday evening. May 4th, 18H7, Slater 
Emuia Smucker to Samuel Hartung, 
of Taniaqua, Schuylkill county. Pa 
bv A.I, Garber. May peace and 
plenty, from tbn Providential Hand, 
be tlkeirs through life. 

At tbe residence of the bride's par- 
ents. Bro. and Sister* U.K. Myers, in 
Ashland, Ohio, Thursday evening. May 
Sth, Sister Mary E. Myers to brother 
Aaron L. Garber. 
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